

ADOPTED 3/11/14



Introduced by Council Member Daniels & Co-sponsored by Council
Member Carter:

RESOLUTION 2014-161-A
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND DECLARING SUNDAY, MARCH 23, 2014 AS “BREAKING THE SILENCE OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE DAY” IN JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, domestic violence is a crime, and societal ignorance of this problem results in the endangerment of the victims of domestic violence, whether they be women, men or children; and

WHEREAS, one in four women will experience domestic violence during her lifetime; and


WHEREAS, every year, more than three million children witness domestic violence in their homes; and

WHEREAS, children who live in homes where there is domestic violence also suffer abuse or neglect at high rates; and 


WHEREAS, survivors of domestic violence face high rates of depression, sleep disturbances, anxiety, flashbacks, and other emotional distress; and

WHEREAS, according to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, domestic violence is the third leading cause of homelessness among families; and

WHEREAS, domestic violence costs more than $37 million a year in law enforcement involvement, legal work, medical and mental health treatment, and lost productivity at companies; and

WHEREAS, without help, girls who witness domestic violence are more vulnerable to abuse as teens and adults and boys who witness domestic violence are far more likely to become abusers of their partners and/or children as adults, thus continuing the cycle of violence in the next generation; and

WHEREAS, most domestic violence incidents are never reported but the impact of domestic violence is wide-ranging, affecting families, corporations, the criminal justice system, medical communities and society as a whole; and 

WHEREAS, it is vital for our community to support victims of domestic violence and to provide resources to assist victims of domestic violence and to eliminate the barriers which prevent victims from leaving partners who are physically and/or emotionally destructive to them; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Declaring Sunday, March 23, 2014 as “Breaking the Silence of Domestic Violence Day.” The City of Jacksonville hereby recognizes and declares Sunday, March 23, 2014 as “Breaking the Silence of Domestic Violence Day” in Jacksonville and urges all of Jacksonville’s citizens to actively participate in scheduled activities and programs to bring light to domestic violence. 

Section 2. 
Purpose. The community activities and programs scheduled for “Breaking the Silence of Domestic Violence Day” are a united effort for victims of domestic violence to know that they are not alone.  Telephone hotlines will be advertised and provided for victims to call so that men, women and children can break the silence of domestic violence.  Through these collective efforts, the community can help break the silence of domestic violence and show victims that they are not alone.
Section 3. 
Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Paige Hobbs Johnston
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